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I just got done with our club ride to 
the Golden Bee in Colorado Springs 
and my MINI was filthy. As so often 
happens here in the Rockies, we 
awoke to a few inches of snow and 
the roads were sloppy. So for about a 
quarter of the ride we were splashing 
through snow melt and mag-chloride. 
As you know I tend to not like my 
MINI to get dirty and when it does, I 
wash it. So now that it is clean again 
and sparkling in the driveway I feel 
much better. 

I enjoy washing cars. Not only my 
MINI but our other two vehicles as 
well. There is a quite solitude I find 
while focused on removing dirt. It 
puts me at peace with the world and 
affords me an opportunity to ponder 
things. I find myself in a zen-like state 
when detailing, free from the worries 
and stress of everyday life. Some 
have the attitude that washing a car 
is pointless since it will inevitably get 
dirty again. But for me it is all about 
that instant in time when the car is 
perfect; wheels, engine, paint and 
interior. Yes it will get dirty, heck my 
wifeôs black Honda is dirty as soon as 
I pull it back into the garage, but that 
is not the point. 

So at exactly 12:37PM on Sunday 
February 22, my MINI was perfect 
again and life was good. Tonight it 
may snow again and it will get dirty, 
or tomorrow when I drive to work , or 
while setting in the parking garage or 
the drive home. So what ? It was 
clean today and I got to dissipate 
some  stress and I got some good 
thinking done. 

Which leads me to the topic of this 

Presidentôs Message: Whoôs club is 
this anyway? MINI5280 is a club 
that is dedicated to the social en-
joyment of motoring. Not strictly 
MINI orientated, though that is one 
thing most have in common, we are 
all about finding activities that oth-
ers may find fun or entertaining. 
We generally have the MINI in 
common, but that does not pre-
clude non-MINI owners from being 
members and joining in a ride or 
event . 

I am the President, but really Iôm 
just a facilitator to those that want 
to share a day on the road, a night 
on the town or a weekend in the 
mountains. I can provide the nec-
essary communication and coordi-
nation to get people together and I 
share the love of motoring . I enjoy 
what many others do; driving the 
MINI, seeing the state and sharing 
a common interest in cars and the 
open road. 

This is my club. Not because Iôm 
president but because I joined and 
I participate in club activities.  This 
is our club because we support it 
through our dues, but more so be-
cause we direct it to our benefit. 
We can make this club into any-
thing we wantðthere are very few 
rules (even the ñNo Dirtò rule is 
more of a guideline really). The 
only rule I can put forth is that if you 
join you can direct. You can guide 
this club down any path you and 
the other members wish it to take. 

Why is this important? Because if 
you as a member of the MINI5280 
club fail to participate, fail to pro-

pose a ride or activity that you 
would like or fail to help direct 
the club down the path of mu-
tual enjoyment, then you really 
arenôt fulfilling your obligation 
as a member. Even if you pay 
your dues and read every 
newsletter, we want more from 
you. We want you to enjoy be-
ing a member. We want you to 
help direct our club and let oth-
ers know what it is youôre look-
ing for. We want to know what 
we have in common with you 
other then just paying $27 each 
year to MINI5280. So speak up 
and become a member  while I 
go out and wash the other car. 

Chuck Maybee 

President, MINI5280 

Monthly  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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MINI5280 RIDE2ANYWHERE 

year old girl the top stayed down and extreme 

cabin fever curing continued. 

Peak-to-Peak was fun as always and just a few 

snow-packed sections were to be found. It should 

be noted at this point that we had originally 

planned this ride for the weekend 

before, but were snowed out. A 

wise decision judging by the rem-

nants of the storm the prior 

weekend left for our drive. 

Nederland was the next stop for 

a few photos and an early depar-

ture by one fully cured, cabin fe-

ver free participant. Finally a quick finish to Won-

der Vu and the destination café of similar name. 

Excellent Mexican food was our reward for the 

rigors of the cure and all departed full and smil-

ing. 

Article by Chuck Maybee 

Photos by Don Suiter 

Webster defines Cabin Fever as ñExtreme irrita-

bility and restlessness from living in isolation or a 

confined indoor area for a prolonged timeò. For-

tunately through the miracle of modern science, 

the engineers at BMW have developed a cure 

for cabin fever called the MINI Cooper.  

And so it was on 

January 31st  ten 

MINI-driving  mem-

bers set out to test 

this new cure and 

end their  acute 

cabin fever by motor-

ing the front range of the Rocky Mountains. The 

route began with a cup of java at Cinos in Lafay-

ette and then a brief stop in Fort Collins hoping 

for some drivers from the far 

north. The day was brilliant 

and top-down driving was in 

order. This is the more ag-

gressive remedy for cabin fe-

ver. 

North then west out of Fort 

Collins and up the twisty 

Poudre Canyon on highway 14 . South on Stove 

Prairie Road which is a great road during the 

summer when the gravel is gone but was some-

what interesting with itôs winter coat of traction in 

place. A few pictures in Masonville (think Yalla 

Yalla) before a mad dash up to Este Park where 

the wind picked-up and top-down was just plain 

dumb (at least that is what my daughter said). 

Undaunted by flippant comments from an 11-
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If you have  an idea for a ride, function, event, 

get-together or meeting place let us know at:  

info@MINI5280.org 

You will receive MINI5280 swag for your effort! 

RIDE2ANYWHERE ROUTE 

Ride2Anywhere participants: 

Don Suiter, Rich & Teena Craighill, Jennifer & 

Michael DiRosa, Robert Roesch, Jamie 

Shope & Sharon, Chuck & Chris Maybee. 


