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MESSAGE FROMSTBENHRE

| had a job years back where | travelled
the world doing consulting gigs for an en-
gineering software firm. | use to love air
travel but after a million air miles in four
years | kind of grew out of it. The trill and
excitement of travel lost its luster and the
countless nights in foreign hotel rooms left
a lot to be desired. It seems that the fan-
tasy of travel was far better then the real
thing.

This month marks the third anniversary of
my purchase of the MINI. During the 2
months | waited for delivery back in 2006 |
fantasized about driving the car. Mountain
roads, top down and wind blowing were
common themes in my day dreams. |
even planned my first MINI detailing, run-
ning through my mind the steps | would
take and the products | would use. |
searched the roads and parking lots as |
drove to work looking for MINIs and
learned the difference between models
both visual and mechanical.

Yup | was fanatical. Then | was delivered
my MINI on July 7" and dreams became
reality. It was pure ecstasy i even better
then my wildest fantasy. | looked for rea-
sons to drive her and any excuse was
good enough. I just
time behind the wheel, so | decided to
start driving it to Utah and Wyoming for
business trips. It almost seemed like
stealing from my employer; | got to drive
the MINI to the field and was reimbursed
for mileage 7 having my cake and eating
too. Of course | took the camera and
found scenic places to pull over for some
MINI shots. | endured the good natured
ridicule from the oilfield folks and enjoyed
the stares of people from Vernal, UT to
Riverton, WY and all points in between.

Three years later and my MINI now has
over nearly 38,000 miles. | have averaged

27.8 mpg and have purchased 1,369.5
gallons of gasoline for a total cost
$4,238.21. | 0d6ve
on modifications i tires, wheels, sway
bar, stripes, badges, floor mats, seat
covers, gauge faces, chrome bling, Un-
ion Jack bling and
wash the car over a 200 times, waxed it
about 25 times and performed a full de-
tail on at least a half dozen occasions.
The dealer has changed the oil three
times and | 6dve chan
times. | have rotated the tires every
5,000 miles and cleaned the air filter at
the same interval
joined other MINI owners for drives and

| 6ve attended four
Truly | have lived the MINI life and when
it comes down to it the reality is way bet-
ter then my pre-MINI fantasies.

Sometimes what you yearn for turns out
to be not so great. For some things the
spark remains only because you get to
spend less time then you actually would
like. For me | spend about the right
amount of time with my MINI and the
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it may be.

So as long as my MINI reality is
better then the dream - it stays. As
long as | get more from the club
then | give up on days off - it stays.
People have different measures but

club and 1 6m caref uly hnooste tad ed enfi nbeur me dy
out. I Tike this ob steMNIdedm @nflldncarimies di d
have it 106m sure | dpemdlw. know what el se
iRl dcliBy b tim Sathobby Ushé & N

the time is called &hyckkMaybpeend | dondt wa
my MINI or the club to become work. So President. MINI5280

|l m careful to leave myself always want

ing a bit more. We all have that in com-
mon i the desire to have fun and joy in
our lives. Not to feel too obligated or too
committed to social engagements. To
come and go as we please and not feel
as if we have to do something is what
makes our social choices fun. Time out-
side of work is very valuable and it is
wasted if you feel like you got to be
somewhere or feel |
to do something no matter how much fun
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THE MINI5280 BREMEEA ING ANDCGRANUP

C2NJ GKAa Y2y iKQa YSSiAy 3Sovwherdwillhis fréindy gt ffdthythlis labor i kdBer, |

get together. This should increase participationand G KA & aLISOGl Ot S 2F az2l L) I

waistlines as well as general club camaraderie. 0SOFdzaS AdQa I aSONBili® L
will handout the Operation Clean Machine logistics

The breakfast will begin at 8:30 AM at and we can motor to the location together.

The Old Santa Fe Restaura@f4 W Dillon Rd
Lafayette, CO 80027.

| can tell you that there will be water for washing,
Heather for questions, Paia for cooing, sodas and
drinking water as well as indoor facilities in case na-
ture calls.

Our newly appointed staff of club meteorologists
(the last bunch was sacked after what has now been
named the snowy crack debacle) have promised a
sunny day so bring sunscreen. You might also want
to bring some shade and a chair or two plus bring
lots of detailing questions for Detailers Paradise.

{SS @2dz KSNBE IyR R2y Qi
always makes your MINI shrink.

MINI5280 GROUP CLEAN

Afterward we will have a quick meeting in the parking
f20 FYyR GKSYy X gl AG FT2NJ

I IANRdzLI Of SHyH ¢KIiQa NE
MINI in front of others while we all watch and cheer.

The club will provide clay (makes your paint oh so
smooth), Detailers Paradise will provide some quality
PRIMA products and the location will supply the water.
You should plan on bringing a wash mitt, a bucket or
two and some towels. Extra credit given for microfiber
and standin-the-cornertime for any sponges.
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MINI5280
OMeet Your Membersod Spotligh
Name Andy Autobeei®
Nickname Me: Andy. The MINI: Rex (made from letters in the VIN)
Date of Purchase (Mini) September 2004
Dealer of Purchase Ralph Schomp
Spouse Erin
Year Married HAnp o 2SS S@PSYy KIFIR alLblL AYy
Is he/she a MINI Mania? Of course! She would have one if it was practical.
b2 OKAfRNBY &Sio wdza i G2 | G
Children Info I 22 LIS NE ¢tKSe f20S (GKS OF NJ i
they were little ones.
Grandchildren Gotta have children for that to happen):
Address Aurora, Colorado
2a{ WwWSRdzO0GA2Yy tdz fSex W 2|/ :
Mods At2R I RFLIWGSNE LIy OdzZt t &l ¢zi:
knob, MINI5280 decals, custom made sunroof shades, clis-
tom made seat pulls. Everything else is stock.
Color The fastest color of them all, Chili Red with White roof and

Employer / Type of Business

Office Depot / Retalil

Position

Manger of Copy and Print

Hobbies

Gadgets, Computers, Photography

Greatest Achievement Since College

Getting married and buying a house. Getting a MINI

Favorite MINI Memory

There are 95,653 miles of great memories with the MINI.
Hard to narrow it down to just one.

A few favorite songs from the college day9

Ummm, as long as it wasn't country or rap, it was a favor

te.

My History with the MINI

Has been good. Fairly trouble free except for a few minoL
not

issues here and there. Hope it stays around for a while,
it will most likely be replaced by another MINI
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AMVIVVI 6A RoadTrip and History

In 1959, the Mini was born.

of the Mini. But did you know
GKFG AYy wmdp pZ
Cl odzft 2dza [ I &
first erected? Did you know
that that same year, the Ne-
vada Gaming Commission was
created? And did you know
5| that the Las Vegas Convention
4 Center opened that year also?
Z ﬂ Did you know that topless show
girls debuted in Vegas in 1957
AY WYWaAyaleQa
2S5t f XOPbSAUKSNI RAR L

1y26

This year, we celebrate 50 years history. If not for

GIm&er waulf £ (
+ Shave attendadA

and the rest is

that good timing,

the 5 of 6 that |
have gone to.
And let me tell
you that 2004 was indeed memorable. For one thing,
the event was based in a different hotel, on the

Strip, the Stardust (since demolished). | remember it
well because right behind it, on Industrial Blvd., was
6FrG GKS GAYSO GKS tFNEBSa

C2ffASAQD ¢KH2 akKRFE NalyA Rl QKIS SRzy 5RS

Wiak & this evénkitat/fiihgsdaverb gniple,land Read

now Nigella knows too. Nigella is my car, the PS/B 2003t|vely small The parking lot was jUSt th@asphalt,

R53 MINI Cooper S that | took delivery of on February
MOXZ HANOO® bA3IStftl

OFdzaS | &SINJI3I23z L
stalled in my NAV system (factory). Prior to that, the
male voice was unexciting and therefore, unnamed.

BTW, Las Vegas itself was incorporated in 1911, on a sith
discovered by John C Fremont in 1844 and very near a §

site where the Mormon Church built a fort in 1855.

AMVIV is now 6

years old. The first [
AMVIV was in Feb- [FE= S
ruary, 2004 and the RS
second was a year __@6) -
later, also in Febru- ’
ary. But in 2006

they moved to the -
last week of March, our Spring Break week in Denver,

[ 6a2y
KIFIR

| Y2 bisdR fromnK (Y
ol lthe &rip. Egsy A O
in and out. It

was also at

this event that
MINI stuff be-

gan to happen

for me. You
4SS F2NJ GKS FANBRG &SI NJ
much. It was a garage queen, and logged only 3,800
miles in year one. Then | saw an ad for AMVIV. |
went. | saw. And | met some guy showing off on top
of the Aladdin. You see, they had called for a group
picture on top of some parking structure, where

there was a view of the Strip. The Aladdin it was,
y2g 3J2ySed Ly AdQa LI I OSY
structure, same mildong strip of indoor shops, new
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ternoon | headed to
Vegas. As it has been
the last few years, AM-
VIV is held at the Palace
Station hotel, offstrip. |
did not make room res-
ervations as a part of

i the block, but rather
took the suggestion of
our friends at WWR
and booked it thru
www.skoosh.com You

feel.) Anyway, the
guy showing off
(and laying long
patches of rubber)
was none other
= GKIFIYy 5Sy@
SR 0wn Randy Webb.
Yes, he was laying |
it down, endan-
gering lives, having a good time, establishing his-wild
west reputation. The one and only. | am not sure
what caused me to approach him, but | did. At that
point he told me about something called MINI5280
(then dormant) and that they needed someone to run :
the club and resurrect the thing. Having done just that ought to check it out,
with various alumni clubs, | consented. And my timebecause | paid little more than half of what | paid in
with MINI5280 was born. And the need to return to past years. It was worth the savings. And what is

AMVIV year after year was too. wrong with the Garden rooms anyway? Just a bit
e QRTS8 Bl YZ2NB SLEl1Ay3IXe lyR L Kb @S
() COR() Oil’ =248 8 AMVIV | remember. Better organized it seemed, very

predictable, good arrangement of vendors, and good
weather. As always a nice dinner on Saturday (far bet-
ter than in the past)

The second year
(2005) was memora
ble in that | brought [
a copilot whom
some of you know, |i§
Nick Ko. Nick was a J and good prizes.
co-worker who took The nice thing was
a fancy to the MINI, and he took an even greater fanﬁy

to the nightlife and casinos of Vegas. So Nick camé _e ca_r show, off
along with all his cameras and videos and gear and $i¢ this year and fo
KFR FTdzy® DNBIF G Fdzy® | S §FHPENYCcRISER
K2g (2 RNRGS | &aiArld] ¢ 5 BExRemByiwelial 2
own MINI, however. tended, it is in part

Well | missed onehat has led me to decide to have a car show at MITM
year since then this year too. The cars? Lots of Clubmans which | hap-
but that is OK, it P€n to like. The size appeals as a small vehicle, but
was spent with Iargevor) space. My fave was one DS{B, sIammeAd with
mysononspringy A ©S My Qa FyR | 02dzAJ S 27
break. This year [there were some nice classics too, as always. Oh, and

arrived late. hay- there is a nice new Dunkin Donuts just down the street

ing spent the entire week of AMVIV playing golf withf NB Y GKS ththOS {tltAzZyo®

friends up the road in Mesquite, NV. 5 days of that aRflicle by:Jonathan P Souza as told by Nigella the MINI
| was ready for some relaxed R&R and so on Friday af-

Photos byJonathan P Souza
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MINIs and Monarchs in Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico

(Note: David and Tere Moulton are MINI5280 mem- &
bers residing in Westminster, CO in the summer. In [}
the winter months, the Moultons host tours centeredF

around Monarch butterflies heading south through
the Mexican State of Michoacén. Through a little

email prodding and a handful of MITM license plateg
| convinced David to share his recent adventure with
fellow members. David and Tere are planning to par

ticipate in the upcoming MINIs Go To Yellowstone MIChoacan: Me:g[go
ride. ¢Edited by Rick Gonzales.)

not impress her.

_I\/Iorella_, M?X_ | have the John Cooper Works suspension package on
ico, which is a

| big city, has a my MINI so the roads were not a problem, except for

= VNI déaler- some (see photo of truck). After this 150 KPH exercise

‘ shio. It is listed in high speed mountain driving, we ended up in Urua-
i tfmé pan. We then proceeded to tour the MINIs though
e downtown. Since Urapan is atiﬁentury Spanish
Distribuidores .
MINI" for Mi- town, the streets are extremely narrow and the traffic
choacan in was intense. But the exercise in narrow street driving
AaLbLOA 5YR ?'513 welbuited for the MINIs and they rose to

web site. Sev-

eral members

of the local

Morelia MINI club met and took off {@ay tour) on

some very twisty roads to Urupan, which is a city of
100,000, and a trip of 120 kilometers. It was a single
lane, twisty road through the mountains. The Mexi-
can State of Michoacan is a mountain state. In com-
parison, my house here is 6,200 ft high and my house
in Westminster is at 5,200 ft. olice and speeding are
not a problem here. We put the MINIs through their
paces, sometimes h|tt|ng 160 kilometers per hour,
which is almost 9:‘ : '

An overturned truck along the route. Free Coke!

100 miles per
hour. My wife the occasion, performing admirably. After this ene
was not too hour exercise, we ended up at a sea food restaurant

happy, but | was 7 :
in the middle of
the pack, so |
could not slow
down without
disgracing our
Colorado MINI
Club. That did

where we drank a lot of beer, ate a lot of shrimp, lied
about our driving abilities and listened to loud maria-
chi music. The only problem with the restaurant was
that they only served beer inr6unce glasses! Need-
less to say on the way back to Morelia we took the
toll road (doublelane divided highway) at a much
safer speed.
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