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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIBENT

I need to ask your favor, or at least con-
sideration of three very important items.
Those of you that made it through that
first sentence without tossing this newslet-
ter in the bin give yourself a pat on the
back and mark
hooto col umn.

rather what your club needs.

Now t

First MINIs In The Mountains needs you
to volunteer, spread the word or at least
attendd preferably all three. MITM is the
spotlight event for our club. It brings na-
tional attention to MINI5280 and it draws
fellow motorists from across the country.
This year we plan on numbers at least
matching last if not exceeding and in this
economy that is a lofty goal. To pull this
off we need every member to spread the
word (promote) that MITM is the place to
be for a Ml NI owne
seen the threads on NAM and Motoring
Alliance so post a good word or two, chat
it up with friends you have made from
other clubs and look for opportunities to
get some buzz going.

We also need you to register and attend
MITM. Copper is less then 2 hours from
Denver and there is really no excuse not
to at least drive up for a day. Even if you
dondt rent a room i
and you enjoy sleeping in the sweltering
heat of Denver, you can still come up dur-
ing the day. Meet some people, show off
your MINI, browse the vendor selections
and go on a ride or two. The more
MINI5280 club members we have at the
event the better and the club will even
give you a MINI5280 grille badge and la-
pel pin for your efforts.

Finally we need volunteers. We need help
with everything from set-up on Wednes-
day August 5th to tear-down on August
9th. We need help with leading rides,
handing out registration bags, manning
the store, selling raffle tickets and super-
vising the wash area. The success of the
event is not how many people actually
attend but rather how pleased they are
that they came. This will be measured in

large part by their impression of our or-
ganization. To that end we are again for-
tunate to have Ms. Shannon Hunter lead-
ing our all volunteer army. Please drop
her a note indicating your willingness to

y o ur s édipfout at: r\/oluntdreles@l\ﬁNISZBQ ory. e
or

hen what I ed,
Now it may have seemed I jUSt asked for

three things, but really MITM was just the
first item. The second item the club
needs your help
Yalla. We need 5 or 6 people to create
this traditional event held each year in
the fall. This year Yalla Yalla will be on
Sunday October 18th and for you new
members the event is a scavenger hunt,
a musical exploration and a day of mo-
toring in the wilderness all wrapped into
one fun-filled challenging event. Plenty of
prizes are handed out and we have

wi t

r neviern(permangntly} ost a MINILul®yoLe

have a creative spark, have some free
time or simply wish to extract revenge on
the rest of MINI5280 drop me an email
at President@MINI5280.org and help
with this celebration of the founding of
the club.

Lets see, MI' TM and
two. Now the biggie, the third and final
request, the favor that will separate the
nwheahfem the chaff, theomemn froa ithe
boys, the women from the girls and
prove once and for all who loves this club
and allitstandsfordo wai t f or

The club needs nominations for officers.
MINI5280 has two-year terms for the of-
fice of President, Vice-President, Treas-
urer and Secretary. The nominated party
should at least be aware of the nomina-
tion and be agreeable to it. Yes you can
(and probably should) nominate yourself
and should you be nominated and even-
tually become a club officer know thisd
you will not be alone. You will have help
from past officers and you will have the
love and support from the club. | have
announced this a full 6 months before
the end of the term so you can think
about this opportunity, raise campaign
funds and mount an intensive bid to be-
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come the next leaders of MINI5280.
Picture your portrait in the hall of
leaders, the ovation when your
name is announced as having been
elected, the glory, the fame and the
absolute power. See the pride in
yoyrspous, 's f h e i A
T e babyc bt 08
meanmgful Become an officer of

|\4|N|§280 and we will support you
as you lead us, we all have this in
common.

E:huék Maybee,
President, MINI5280
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THE SPAWHO LOVED ME

Dashing and debonair are two words commonly used
to describe James Bond. Coincidently those same
words can be used to describe both our former club
President, Jonathan Souza and our little mountain
town of Idaho Springs. Perhaps then this is the attrac-
tion of Jonathan to Idaho Springs and what lead to the
themed MINI5280 ride involving not only twisties but
hot water as well. Some might speculate the impetus

The sun making its way from behind the clouds
prompted the convertible drivers to go topless on the
way up and the way up prompted all of us to work
our MINIs hard. We stopped briefly at Echo Lake to
celebrate the 38,000th mile driven in Matilda

(Maybeeds MINI) and then

Springs. By 11:30 AM all bones were sufficiently
soaked and muscles relaxed by the natural hot water

S (

for the Spa ride was Jonat lspingdBy this tanmhuhgeraearedtagd was ptompthb e i r

hot water, | guess webobl |

presents

“_MINI®org

MEET-UP:
Saturday. May 2nd * Starbuck's on 17th St. in Golden x 8 am
Ride leaves 8:30 via The Western Dragon to Idaho Springs

NISSTON:

INDIAN HOT SPRINGS ~ LUNCH AT TOMMYKNOCKERS

Treatment reservations reguired.

See thread in MINIS280 Forums in NAM

Kicking off 05/02 at 8:00 AM from Golden the five club
MINIs first attempted to scale Lookout Mountain but
were thwarted by a bicycle race. Undaunted by the
route change and the dreary weather, the drivers in-
stead headed up through Kittredge to Evergreen and
Squaw Pass. It could have been the weather or per-
haps it was that all the bicyclist were trying to pedal up
Lookout Mountain but on our accent of Squaw Pass
not one bike was passed, swerved around, ran over or
cussed at. Remarkable if not historic. Further we were
unencumbered by slow vehicles plugging the path so
our climb was fast and steady.

n satistied bykaduocl at Tommyknockers.

The MINI drivers relaxed and full were ready for the
drive down. The MINIs, rested and cool were ready
for the drive down. So we departed Idaho Springs
and drove down through Central City to Highway 6
and the conclusion of this perfect motoring day.

Event suggested by: Jonathan Souza
Article by: Chuck Maybee

Photo by: Michael Suoo

Graphic by: Teena Craighill

PS. Jonathan received a 50th Anniversary Mini coin
for his effort!

MINIZorg
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MINI5280 MEET YOUR EMBERS
BAHMAN MOGHADAM

Name Bahman Moghadam
Nickname Bahman
603 MCS 08/ 2008

Date of Purchase (Mini)

606 MC Checkmat

Dealer of Purchase

From individuals

Monica 1 A Skip Barber graduate and a Nurburgring driver,

Spouse but threatened with divorce (d
Year Married 1997
Is he/she a MINI Mania? Yup! Shifts really well.
Children Info 5, all adults
Grandchildren 5

5204 Kissing Camels Dr, #A9, Col Spgs 80904

Address
4612 Saxon Drive, Plano, TX 75093
603 MCS: Dinan CAI, Pulley,
front; H&R Coilovers; ZEForge2-pc 170 wheel s
Mods Whalen; M7 OCC; Alta IC Diverter, ++++++
606 MCS: None yet
Color Dark Silver/Black; Space Blue/Silver
Retired as telecom eng & mktg exec after 35 years. Now
Employer / Type of Business serve as GM of Import Auto Technicians, an independent
foreign car service facility, in Colo Spgs.
Position General Manager
Hobbies Driving cars, photography, books, music, exotic travels
Business: Running a European company for 2 years
Greatest Achievement Since College Auto: Driving at Nurburgring with BMW CCA in 5 annual
events, and staying alive.
. Al Mini 5280 Events,; driving
F MINI M .
avorite emory sonville, FL to Col Spgs non-stop
A few favorite songs from the college days Scotch & S(_)dal(Klngston Trio); Norwegian Girl (Beatles);
Stones (Neil Diamond)
Replaced a black Porsche 911 Turbo that was totaled by a
. . prospective buyer and friend during a pre-purchase test drive.
My History with the MINI |l ve had the MINI | ess than p

second concurrent one. | love these cars.

ur i

STB

t he

ne
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RUN FOR THE HILLS

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!

God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

Kat harine Lee Bates said it
tifulodé. High Plains Mot -0l6 2009
with a wonder f ul MI NI gat he

Black Hills and Badlands of South Dakota. Picture for yourself

what Ms. Bates had in mind. Now picture with us what she
really meant.

ring called O6Run

for t

Including our
motoring
friends from
Minneapolis,
Chicago, North
Carolina and
Arizona, we
totaled 30 ve-
hicles and did

aot dharge our h e

ptteridees a
bime. Mhisl |

was a DIY event where the organizers provided logistics

and details (lodging, dates, times and routes) but made no
arrangements for attendees. Everyone was on their own,

For this event, 30 MINIs from the Midwest (and other parts)

joined together for an impromptu, sort of, MINI gathering. The

brainchild of Doug Travis (StL MINIS) and Jim Petersen (The
Kernel of C.O.R.N.) this event was a group gathering where
6everyone was welcomed, but
Many of these attendees had been attending other large MIN
gatherings such as the Dragon, AMVIV, and Minis in the

Mountains in prior years. This spring the consensus was for a

smaller, simpler, laid back motoring event to parts heretofore
unknown. Enter X
Ms. Bates.

Jim Petersen
suggested the
Black Hills, adja-
cent to but not
necessarily close
to his home state
of Nebraska. Not [
far for motorers |
from Colorado,

and our destination city was Hill City, SD, a quaint (and

prior to Memorial Day) quiet town about 26 miles SW of
Rapid City, SD., pop 780. Easily reachable by 4-lane, it
also lends itself to backroad-

on

your

ing with at least two alternate
2-lane twisty routes to the
city. Perfect for us. We
scouted 3 motels in close
proximity in town, and all
made their own RSVP.

Tshirts? Check. Order them

own in

CafePress site. Othewise,
none. Route maps? Not
needed here. Every hotel and
motel provides free of charge
the large, color, oversized
Black Hills Motoring Map that
we all used and enjoyed.

— 1 Grille Badges? Not for this

not everyone wasentiWindawtSeckiets?
I Yes, Clint Cope of Defenders of Speed and Doug Travis of
American MINI Mates provided graphics and discreet win-

dow stickers. Other than that, there was no evidence of

any large, overblown event. Just MINIs in town and roads

to motor.

wheels and bulged tires, and
no body damage that | know
of. This was a mild and man-
ageable event, thanks to the
attendees.

Kansas, lowa and Missouri to get to, it was decided late in
2008 that this event would be a destination event to include
Mt . Rushmore, Crazy Horse,
Tower, The Badlands, and Custer State Park. And so it was.

Hill City hails back to the late [t

Dead®O®@s &adirigh g
Gold Rush. These days, itis

In four days going and coming, my odo gave me 1,504
miles total, for about 3.5 full tanks of gas. Rooms were
cheap pre-season, and there were no fancy, sit-down
meals. DIY ruled. And for the event, to my knowledge
there was not a single encounter with a LEO, no bent

S
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RUN FOR THE HILLS

home to (along with Sturgis,
Deadwood, Custer, and other
area cities) the annual August
Motorcycle Rally that brings
hundreds of thousands to the
county. These days, tourism
and logging take precedence
over mining, but no matter.
The rest of the county offers
much. The town of Custer, SD
(pop 1,860) is the county seat
of Custer county, to the south,
and adjacent to the properly
named Custer State Park.
Custer itself was founded by
gold miners long ago, but now
properly trades to the tourism  Badlands National Park (about 90 mi east of Rapid City) of-

industry. Nearby are both Mt.  fers up over 244,000 ac of the most beautiful scenery you

Rushmore and Crazy Horse, both national monuments. And could find: pinnacles, spires, prairies and buttes abound -
Rushmore is the big dr aw, a nddsolatensanytoftfem.l And this ared i said tp datefram t at i c
Managed by the NPS National Park Service, thismemorial 37 to 28 MILLI ON years ol déamaz
does justice to the expenditure of your hard earned tax dol-  you might see Bison, fox, bighorn sheep, black footed fer-

lars. From 1927 to 1941, the carving emerged on the moun- rets, and more. All out in the prairie, sort of. Very pictur-

tain, featuring the likenesses of Presidents Lincoln, Jeffer- esque with a scenic and winding 28 mile drive offered, in

son, Washington and Roosevelt. It is magnificent, with 60 ft addition to the visitor center.

tall sculptures of each subject.

So were we rewarded? Many times over. Was it worth the
Along these lines but much bigger in scope is the WIP trip? See our posts in NAM, MINI5280 forums. Did we enjoy
monument to Crazy Horse, the historical Oglala Dakota war- our old and new friends? You better believe it. But have we
rior. Much bigger in scope than Mt. Rushmore, this memorial said enough to encourage YOU to motor up to the Black
will untimately reach 641 by 563 feet, and it will be magnifi-  Hills of South Dakota? Hopefully. But if not, consider the
cent. But according to local information, this will not be done legends that await you there: lots of lost and buried gold,
in my lifetime. It has been in progress since 1948. And yes, secret caves, natural bridges, and more. See for yourself.

if it is ever done it is said that it will be the worldoés |

sculpture. Amazing and wor t hWhante V\t'_r|i|JJ H Py dLog nngesx ta? e |w hCedrNgd

my Dead lie Buriedod is the sheanptenrseringdrivein2qlq. hhe locatipn is TBD ufwez y

Horse and the driving vision of this monument. Your funds ~ Want to draw our motoring friends from the Midwest and to

are needed. the East, and as before, Oevery
ryone is invited©. So think of

Custer State Park offered a wide variety of diversions, gave us the clues well in advance, having written her song in

drives, and entertainment for our group. Perhaps the most 1895 and having published it first in 1910:
interesting was the wildlife, with sightings of deer, elk, ducks,

geese, donkey, walleye (in the
water), pheasant, trout (also in the
water), wild turkey (the bird) and
of course, buffalo (Tatonka). At

over 71,000 ac, Custer State Park
also offers up the Needles High-
way, with some of the most stun-
ning views and tall granite spires
that you will see anywhere. And o . —\\
our timing could not have been R = =
better: The park was offering a L™ 4
OFreed weekend 3 ~dssion
was waived. (All other parks and

monuments had a fee from $10 to
$15 each, so beware).

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea! - Bates

By Jonathan Souza, with Rick Gonzales, Jim Petersen and
Doug Travis contributing

Photos: Jonathan Souza

MINIZorg
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MINI5280 GROUP CLEAN

On May 9, 2009 MINI5280 held the first 2009 Saturday
morning breakfast meeting at Old Santa Fe Grill in Louis-
ville, Colorado. It was followed by our Group Clean at an
unknown destination which turned out to be Umberto and
Robert Toscanods shop on
rado.

We would like to thank Umberto and Robert for hosting
our 23 Mini Coopers and the Old Santa Fe Grill for allow-
ing us to invade on Saturday morning and the excellent
Mexican breakfast food. | believe everyone enjoyed some
great breakfast.

As you noted we had 23 Mini Coopers plus or minus one
or two show up for the breakfast meeting and then pro-
ceed over to the Group Clean.

Nick and Heather Martinez from Detailers Paradise came
out to our activity with some of our folks pre-orders and a
few boxes of Prima Product for sale. As usual, they
brought out some giveaways too.

Everyone showed off their MINI and we had a few new

Pi n Belpgtheyséinish. i n

folks show up for the GC. It was nice seeing everyone
lather up and bucket rinse the MCS, MC, Cabrios and Club-
mans. Chuck Maybee gave a nice demonstration of clay
usage. Some of the owners finished early and pitched in to

Louisville,

All'in all, we washed, waxed, clayed and spiffed all the

(c) Don Suiter

MI NI's by 12 noon, not a bad

We will have more of these great breakfast meeting and
organized activities. Some will be rides, some will be activi-
ties. | believe the next one is to be Breakfast Meeting at
the WonderVu, then followed by a drive along the Peak to
Peak route.

Event suggestion, article and photos by: Don Suiter

PS. Don received a 50th Anniversary Mini coin for his effort!

MINIZorg
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MEET ME ON MT. EVANS

Sir Edmund Hillary was once
asked why he chose to climb
mountains, TfiBe @
thered was his
Jonathan Souza when asked
the same question retorts
OBecause | havg
the fifth year running the

MINI5280 club under the mo-

tivation of Jonathan picks

1 opening day to scale Mt. Ev-

ans. Snow, sun, fog and blue

1 skyds have greete
™ members on the summit of
| the mountain in years past
but this year the weather was
perfect.

Friday May 22nd was the
opening day for the highest
paved road in the US and
MINI5280 had a date with
tradition. Meeting in Ever-
green at 7:30 AM a dozen
MINIs jumped on Colorado
103 and drove Squaw Pass
(The Western Dragon) without passing a single bicyclist.
The only other vehicle encountered quickly pulled over
when confronted by the speedy MINI group and waved as

we went by. In less then 30 minutes the group was
pounding at the gates of the ranger station. Paying our fee
we began the trek up the mountain. A few photo stops and
some hairpin curves later the mass of MINIs reached

Summit lake. The rest of the road was still closed but
under a sunny sky and with no wind we all felt on top
of the world.

"= The bunch turned

around and motored

down the wet road

with only a few

patches of snow strug-

gling to survive. Then

back on to 103 and

down toward Idaho
gui ck stop

with a
cago Creek. Tim provided us with some history of his
place and the area and allowed us to explore his very
scenic homestead. Then off to Idaho Springs for a bite
of breakfast followed by a decent of I-70 to Denver
and home.

Springs

Article and photos by: Chuck Maybee
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