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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIBENT

OK so after my rant of last month | thought just to spend a few days in our scenery and
I would offer up something a little less con- our weather, getting out of their heat and
troversial and more benigni r e | i g i o n inté ounnwuntains. They know what we
no, no how about road kill. Too gross? Well  have and how fortunate we are to live in
what about summer (with just a hint of road  such a place. | think too often we forget
kill)? This has been a most unusual sum- what we have and take our weather and
mer as far as the weather is concerned. terrain for granted and always find an ex-
Very moist and not all that hot (yet?). Usu- cuse to not get out and enjoy. Too busy to
ally by this time | am so wilted that | need mot or this weekend,
some time in the mountains. July in Denver tired, | hate seeing all those faster red

is of course our hottest month with an aver-  MINIs T excuses.

age temperature of 88 deg F. The record
was 105 recorded on July 20", 2005 and
July has had 20 days where the record
temperature was 100 deg or higher. This
year however our warmest day as of this
writing has been 92 deg 1 hardly summer,
and on top of that we have had over an
inch of rain this month (I thought we lived in
a desert). If you compare this to those in
the southeast climates or even Houston
you will truly appreciate our weather.

When | graduated from college | accepted
a position with a company located in West
Texas i a visual here would be to toss
sand on your floor and imagine that floor
going in all directions for as far as you can
see then turn on 50 fans and slap down
some spoiled hamburger (so many road
killed armadillos and dead cattle the place
always had the odor of death wafting
about). Having grown-up near the moun-
tains | was accustomed to being able to do
two things: 1. always being able to tell
which way north was and 2. being able to
escape the heat by ascending the closest
mountain road. In West Texas | was a fish
out of water with the closest pseudo-
mountains four hours to the west and with
no landmark for bearings other then mes-
quite and piles of cotton hulls. It was then |
decided that one day | would return to the
mouetaintwiesa dand rever, ever @ke the
mountains for granted again. | did return 12
years later, after a stint in Tulsa, and every
does the many activities and events the morning | make a point to look at the moun-
club organizes throughout the year. Weare t ai ns. I donét take
very fortunate i ndeedlongerandl|ygamdor mMose timeaunming
excuse? What could be your excuse for not  the passes and enjoying the elevation. We
getting out and joining the club in a ride? live in a remarkable place.

My purpose for sharing these statistics is to
bolster my argument that Denver is the
best spot in the US for a MINI club, and this
year even more so. Think about it, we have
great weather, fabulous mountain roads
and we are centrally located to boot. We
enjoy an active and increasing membership
probably due in no small part to our
weather which is truly acceptable for motor-
ingyearr ound. 1 6dm al so s
tionship with Ralph Schomp contributes to
our ever-climbing membership rolls as

This month we are hosting what is arguably
one of the largest annual MINI events in
the nation. We have MINIs coming from
Florida, North Carolina, Texas, Arizona,
Oregon and California to name a few. We
have people that will have driven thou-
sands of miles for the forth year in a row

So here we are again in August and our
chance to enjoy our fortune has arrived.
MITM is a compelling reason to break out
of the routine and head for the hills. If you
come up to MITM this year | can promise
you will be cooler, you will find some nice
motoring  opportunities and you  will
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(perhaps for a day or two) not take
your mountains for granted. | really
enjoy taking to others that have trav-
elled from other states and it makes

me proud when they sayd 0 You o r e
lucky to | ive hereo.
that luck has nothing to do with it.
Making excuses is something we all
have in common. Perhaps we can
use MITM as an excuse to get out
and meet some people, enjoy the
scenery, enjoy the roads and most of

all enjoy the riches of our location.

Chuck Maybee,

President, MINI5280

in tEEMOUNTAINS

Comeijoinds!

August 5th - %th, 2009
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! MINITURNS 50!

50 years ago, on August 26, 1959 to be exact, the British Motor Corporation (BMC) revealed a revo-
lutionary new small vehicle: the first Mini in the Morris Mini-Minor and Austin Seven editions. Plenty
of interior space with short exterior dimensions, room for four passengers, impeccable handling,
economical fuel consumption and a low price. Such were the prerequisites for the father of the
Mini, the design engineer Alec Issigonis

Sir Alec Issigonis and his Masterpiece Hopkirk and Liddon receiving first prize at

was knighted

The Morris Mini Pick-up showed in 1961,all Mini 1275 GT, Mini 1000 and Mini Clubman

the different vehicles a Mini could become from 1973
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LN

The Life-Ball-Mini of 2009 was designed by
"The Blonds", the currently hippest
designer duo from New York, consisting of
David and Philipe Blond

In 2005 designer icon Donatella Versace
designed a black and yellow convertible for
the Life Ball in Vienna

WHERE MINIS COME FRM
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MINI5280 TRACK DAY

MINI5280 members were invited to participate in a
track day hosted by the Lotus Club of Colorado. The
track day was held on June 28th and was attended by
10 MINIs and a Mini. Members were grouped into four
groups and given 15 minutes of track time. Tires
squealed, brakes smoked and superchargers whined
as the MINIs held their own on the track with the faster
Lotus cars as the curves are a great equalizer on this
raceway.

e
gy g8 VOIICTG EHTA

)

High Plains Raceway is located near Byers, CO about 1-1/2
hours east of town. The track is 2.4 miles in length and offers
motoring enthusiasts some great cornering opportunities as

well as some fun straights. The facilities are sparse at this
point but the track is finished as is the paddock area. Plans
are to keep developing the site with concessions, grand
stands and perhaps some shade.

MINI5280 has been invited to the grand opening on August

1st and we have been promised a spot for group parking for
the car display. This event should be fun and family friendly

so check out their event notice in this newsletter for more in-
formation.

Photos by: Don Suiter & Chuck Maybee

Page 4



OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION AUGUST 2009

MINI5280 MEET YOUR EMBERS

i h

Name Jamie Shope
S/ B
Nickname L?Ic“) Val entino o_n Nf\M & al so m
him up on Valentinedbds Day
Date of Purchase (Mini) February 14, 2008
Dealer of Purchase Ralph Schomp
Spouse James
Year Married April 24, 1982
Is he/she a MINI Mania? Somewhat
Ashley-1 5 She just got her Driver

Children Info

driving Lilé Valentino

Grandchildren

| hope not for a very long time

Address Mostly in Lilé& Valentino or Th
Mods Not yet, | will be getting a sway bar at MITM 4
Color Nightfire Red

Employer / Type of Business

FEDEX Groundd moving packages from Point A to Point B

Position Service Agent = Loss Prevention
Hobbies Driving Lild Valentino has bee
Greatest Achievement Since College Didnét go to college, but it w

Favorite MINI Memory

One of my favorites is the 1% drive | went on with MINI5280...M is
for MINI 6-21-08

A few favorite songs from the college days

From back in the day it would have to be anything from ALABAMA,
| ve seen them in concert abou

My History with the MINI

42,500 miles in 17 months = Perma-Grin

y Ml

ornt

oul c
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CASTLE TO CASTLE TO CASTLE RIDE

What could be any better on a gorgeous Sunday in mid July than
motoring around Colorado to 3 Castles with 26 other Mini Coo-
pers? Three Castles you ask? Well, last year we had 3 so this
year we had 3:

1.) I-HOP in Castle Rock, CO.

1.

Ill.) Burg Mary Castle

Bdastldh o p 6 s

Castle Rock, CO. was 1%. A 7:00AM visit to I-HOP as official
Denver / Northern Area Members meet up / fuel up / coffee up
place. Some had breakfast, those who cherish sleep arrived just
in time for the 8:00AM departure to Colorado Springs. The short
30 minute trip South

included 20
Classic Min
The rendezv
of interest

Colorado Springs
found anoth
eagerly waiting. In no
time the combined group was off again South bound on 1-25 with
Intercoolest (aka: Mike Gleason) in the (leader) pole position.
That was the |l ongest procession
call outside of a National event.

Our next stop was the Rest Area at Colorado City @ 1-25 & Hwy
165 where we greeted & added yet 1 more Mini to the never end-
ing stream of col orful Mi ni 6s.
appeared to be, a most unusual, 3 wheeled motorcycle / SR-71
combo vehicle. After the much appreciated potty break, voluntary
SR-71 inspection, Sunday morning fellowship time with the Cho-
sen (Mini) People & a quick drivers meeting, our colorful ribbon of
Mi ni 6s was off again for
Black, flowing into a flowery mix of bright colors through the mid-
dle, and then ending with a spectacular Purple Haze.

Bi s h €gsibesnear Rye, CO., is the #1 favorite destination of

Bi shopo

our annual Castle explor-
er s. I f youobre
mood for a destination of
somewhere unusual, Jim
Bishop certainly delivers.
Jim has a uniqueness all
his own & this Castle will
scare you. Either by climb-
ing higher than fear & com-
mon sense should allow, in
realizing the lack of solid
| foundation & zero building
code adherence, or per-
haps by reading
litical position(s) posted as
you enter this medieval
wonderland. Castle explor-
ing MINI-5280 members
split into 3 distinct groups.
Group A consisted of the
determined to climb to the
very top & get a picture from up there type. Group B were the, |
dondét think it is safe & 1611 just
Group C made up the rest of us that were okay with some climb-
ing but no way am | going up that, crowd. In accordance with strict
erglistiotbring Btiqubtte, ifodd &tdfink Was paftakeh 8flin agpfN I € -
priate picnic fashion during this 75 minute visit.
Leaving exactly on
time, w/ no one left
behifd (dskeveww a r hat
about C2C 2008), we
ventured on again
through some twisty
roads but caught be-
find @ afnpel tRavel- eek
ing at less than posted
speed limits. Perhaps
this was a blessing of
sorts. When we ap-
proached Wetmore, CO. we encountered 2 huge white draft
horses walking against traffic in the middle of Hwy 96. MINI5280
members jumped into action & corralled the 2 gentle giants behind
a nearby fenced area. Those of our group that were ahead of this
heroic effort stopped at a convenience store in Florence, CO. to
wait for the rest to catch up. The convenience store clerk sug-
gested the horses could have belonged to some Amish families
that have recently relocated to Wetmore area in Colorado. (That
could be interesting next year, a
rideeée.??2?2?2....1)

Our caravan had finally joined all together again, however one
had a run-flat tire that went flat! Whitlow Wong saved their day
loaning him a temporary spare tire to get home with. Luckily, this
member was staying at his summer home in the Denver area, not

Page 6

€

J



OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION AUGUST 2009

CASTLE TO CASTLE TO CASTLE RIDE

his main home in Mexico. Yes, MINI5280 has become totally
continental. This stop was not as efficient as restroom breaks
go, the store had a single u

Then like a flash we were off again through Canon City & past
the Royal Gorge via Hwy 50, a right hand turn on to Hwy 9
towards Hartsel. At this point, due to my verbal trip revision,
we lost 4 cars. Approximately 9 miles on Hwy 9 we detoured
towards Cripple Creek, near Guffey, CO. Using our walkie-
talkies | called back to see if everyone had made the turn.
Thinking | had heard the Swe
move on, we did move on. The 4 cars that missed the turn
went Hwy 9 all the way to Hartsel, CO. which was the original
written plan. | forgot to ask them how they liked the high
speed sweeper curves along Hwy 9. The main group went on
to another rest area at Teller County Road 1. We waited there
thinking the missing 4 would catch us. | was way wrong, they
were many miles off track & getting further away by the min-
ute.

We decided to move on in hopes of getting phone reception.
In Florissant, CO. we were able to make phone connection &
discovered the missing were not actually lost but went 50 i 60
miles to the West. As-
suring them they would
actually see the rest of
us again, still visit the
last Castle of the day &
get to partake in the
feast being prepared for
us, we went on to Wood-
land Park, CO. via Hwy
24,

Final destination, Burg
Mary Castle. Hermann
& Mary Beeh, Castle
owners / builder, invited
MINI5280.0RG mem-
bers to an open Castle.
Hand built by Hermann
over the past 5+ years,

ep

the Castle is
next door to
their also
fiHer mann
builto b
log home. This
Castle had a
solid foundation
with fantastic
hand craftsman-
ship in each &

hand

eauti ful

every detail from door hinges & latches to custom round tower

fitting furniture. Beast, grain & grog was donated by MINI5280 but
prepared by the Beehs, their neighbors & Sarah Gleason. Bag

Pipe / Bag Piper volunteer w/ no fee, except for perhaps the no-

§eae festr &othéi nk, was act

i sernononé

erods voi

ce say

MINI5280 members climbed in

& out of each & every room of

the Castledbs 4 towe
yard. Cameras clicked off hun-

dreds of pictures, many a brat-

wurst was eaten, the crowd

weemed pleaset. éOurenissing

friends did find their way & had

plenty of time to relax & partake

of the festivities.
eleven hours after the 1% meet-

up time at I-HOP, the Burg

Mary Castle was once again

quiet & empty. Another year,

another motoring adventure,

another set of memo-
riesé. . Castle to Ca
Castle Ride 2009 was com-

plete. Thanks to all that attended. Thank you Hermann & Mary
Beeh for opening your Castle to us again. Thanks to my wife
Sarah for letting me spend the day doing what | love w/ the best

people | know.

Article by: Mike Gleason

Photos by: Rick Gonzales, Kendall Helmsetter Gelner, Dan Seals,

Jamie Shope and Rich Craighill
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