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Monthly 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MINI5280 

Change is inevitable. Rudolf Clausius captured 

this concept within the second law of thermody-

namics; essentially stating that all things gener-

ally move towards more randomness. Entropy 

he reasoned is always increasing and since 

entropy is a measure of uncertainty ï uncer-

tainty is always increasing. Change it seems is 

built in to the very fabric of the universe so you 

best learn how to deal with it. 

My son Tyler is heading back to college and 

summer is over. My MINI, fresh from MITM, has 

a new set of stripes and summer is over. Yalla 

Yalla is just around the corner as is our GBSHF 

(goodbye summer hello fall) picnic and summer 

is over. Soon fall will be here and then will be 

gone. Winter will once again grip us with its icy 

fingers and my tenure as your President will 

have concluded. Things change and how well 

you deal with those changes determine how 

content you are with your life. You can either 

resist change and be constantly fighting the 

universe or you can embrace the inevitable and 

prepare and adapt. 

Here are a few of the changes I know of and 

have already begun to prepare and adapt. 

Come January, MINI5280 will have a new and 

capable squad of officers to lead the club. This 

time next year we will be reminiscing about the 

5th annual MITM and preparing for the 6th an-

nual MITM. More MINIs then ever will be on the 

road next year and our club will continue to 

grow. We will soon have two MINI dealers on 

the Front Range and both will be friends of 

MINI5280 and lend their support to our club and 

events. These things I can foresee and plan for, 

I can adapt my life to fit these changes and 

therefore either work to modify the outcomes or 

passively watch the results. I think the next year 

will be fun. 

MITM was fun. This year we had near perfect 

weather and very impressive attendance com-

ing close to last yearôs count. The number of 

registered MINIs was around 146 (slightly down 

from last year), the vendor count was 13 

(slightly up from last year) and 220 people at-

tended the Saturday evening banquet. Those of 

you that were at Copper on Saturday should 

realize we had more drop-ins and day-trippers 

then previous years. I am confident our total 

participating MINI/Mini count on Saturday was 

over 200 easy. By state count Colorado regis-

trations lead with 75 cars followed by Texas 

with 17, Arizona at 7 and Illinois with 5. A total 

of 21 states were represented as was the 

country of Canada. From the east coast we 

had 5 cars attend, the mid west contributed 28 

and the west coast added 6 more. The remain-

ing 107 attendees were from the western re-

gion. Given the current state of the economy 

these figures are very strong. 

For next year we are considering a location 

change for MITM in an effort to keep things 

fresh and interesting. We will announce the 

results of our location search as soon as possi-

ble but the dates for planning purposes are 

August 12 ï August 15 (August 11 will be set-

up day). The four years at Copper Mountain 

Resort have been excellent and it may turn out 

that we just canôt find any place better, but we 

should at least look and factor in costs and 

motoring opportunities. The club will also be 

taking a more active role in the planning and 

organization efforts required by this event. It is 

too much work to place on two people so 

please be prepared to answer a call for volun-

teers when we begin forming the committees 

needed to pull off a successful event. The club 

has always provided the necessary manpower 

during the event and without it MITM would 

have never seen the second year, but now we 

need to tap into the skill sets of our members 

for planning and organizing. This event does 

not happen overnight and thus we will begin 

very soon with forming the committees which 

will include location selection, communications/

PR, route planning and logistics. Your help will 

be greatly appreciated and will be very impor-

tant. 

So there you have it. Change happens and 

you adjust and move on. Change can cause 

stress or excitement - we all have that in com-

mon ï but how we deal with change is often 

more significant then the change itself. So as 

we move into the last few months of the year, I 

ask that you adapt to the changes you 

encounter and maintain your enthusi-

asm for your MINI and your club. We 

have some great events coming up and 

Iôm sure you will enjoy the motoring 

opportunities presented. Toss us some 

ideas and comments. We will return the 

favor by improving your rides, events 

and club. 

Chuck Maybee, 

President, MINI5280 
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MINIS ON THE BEARTOO TH  

Big Sky MINIs held their annual event ñMINIs On The 

Beartooth (MOTB)ò on July 26th and invited MINI5280 

members to join in the fun. Given the short notice and 

travel time to Bozeman, MT only your President and the 

Druryôs from Casper were able to attend. Never fear 

however, club spirit and inter-club cooperation was high 

as we set out to concur the Beartooth highway.  

Starting the day from Bozeman, MT the Big Sky bunch stopped 

at Columbus, MT to pick me and a few other up. From here we 

travelled south to Red Lodge, MT  down highway 78. My pas-

senger for the day was 10 year-old Ashleigh who is the daughter 

of Linda and Luke Drury. Ashleigh is a true MINI enthusiast and 

knows a sweet MINI when she sees one so of course she chose 

my convertible for the honors. Ashleigh and I had some great 

MINI related philosophical discussions and were both quick to 

point out cows (I was faster). I appointed the girl official 

MINI5280 photographer for the day since I lack any photo in-

stinct whatsoever. What you see here are the results of some of 

her efforts.  

Stopping for lunch in Red Lodge, MT the opportunity was pre-

sented to me to address the Montana MINI folks about our club, 

MITM and how we can combine efforts of the two clubs for some 

future motoring. Red Lodge is a town that thrives on motorcycles 

and skiing but absorbed and welcomed the 14 MINIs with out a 

bobble. Main street is a combination of old west and new west or 

more accurately a kin to Easy Rider meets Hangôum High. It too 

serves as the eastern entry to the Beartooth Highway. 

Andy Orr 
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For those that donôt know, highway 212 from Red Lodge, MT 

to Cooke City, MT is perhaps one of the most scenic 

stretches of the US highway system and can not be routed 

in Google (try it, Google just wonôt let you). Commonly re-

ferred to as the Beartooth Highway this road crosses  the 

Tolman mountains at an elevation of over 10,000 ft. Rising 

out of Red Lodge the road snakes its way up the side of the 

mountains toward the summit. Once on top vast vistas of 

alpine habitat and numerous lakes greet the motorer. On our 

journey lightning flashed and rain fell at times but neither 

were able to wash away the splendor of the country side. 

From the top the road drops down in to Cooke City and en-

ters Yellowstone park. As during the June MGTY trip, nu-

merous buffalo, elk and deer were seen as our 12 MINI mo-

torcade cut across from Tower to Mammoth Hot Springs. 

Leaving the park on the north side we drove through the 

postcard town of 

Gardner, MT before 

stopping in 

Livingston for some 

excellent Mexican 

food. 

Final destination for 

the night was Boze-

man, MT. The next 

day I drove to 

Scottsbluff, NE  via 

the Tensleep 

mountains between 

Lovell and Sheri-

dan, WY and the southern edge of the Black Hills near 

Newcastle, WY as well as the sand hills in Nebraska. I 

spent the night at my fatherôs B&B at the base of Scotts-

bluff National Monument. On the final day, after a daugh-

ter pick up, we travelled back to Denver. All totaled the 

trip was just over 2,000 miles in 4 days traversing many 

varied terrain and countryside. This is 

what a MINI is for. 

Article by: Chuck Maybee 

Photos by: Andy Orr , Chuck Maybee 

and Ashleigh Wigington 

  

MINIS ON THE BEARTOO TH  
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It is a local event held nationally or perhaps a national 

event held locallyðeither way MINIs In The Mountains 

is an event for all MINIs and Minis from Colorado and 

across the nation. 

This yearôs event, 

the fourth in so 

many years, was 

again held at Cop-

per Mountain Re-

sort and again re-

sulted in new 

friendships, new 

MINI mod purchases and a renewed appreciation for 

the Colorado Rockies and its many fun and twisty 

roads. 

Nearly 150 MINIs registered for the 3-day event which 

included vendors, group rides,  a banquet and a couple 

of midnight runs up Mt. Evans. The weather was as 

close to perfect as possible in August with only a few 

brief showers and some clouds. The temperatures 

soared into the upper 60ôs during the day and fell to the 

4TH ANNUAL MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS  

lower 30ôs at night making for 

excellent motoring and better 

sleeping. While Denver swel-

tered in the 90ôs we at MITM 

felt as if Mother Nature had 

turned on the air conditioning 

just for us. 

Friday found a departure from 

years past by elimination of the 

typical banquet meal in favor of 

a group feed opportunity at a 

barbeque contest held in Dil-

lon, CO. MITM attendees were 

invited to purchase taste tickets 

and load-up on the contest en-

tries and other vittles. A raffle ticket ensured a chance for en-

try in to a drawing for the night and the winner received their 

prize at the next eveningôs festivities. 

On Saturday the event 

premiered the first NUF! 

Car show with MINIs 

and Minis parked in 

Copper Village. The 

public wandered about 

the show cars with 

gasps of adulation and 

astonishment as the 

show judges sternly evaluated each entry. Winners for the 

various categories were calculated and prizes presented dur-

ing the Saturday night banquet along with numerous other 

vendor sponsored prizes. 

The vendor list this year was longer then previous years and 

included everything from leather jackets, custom shift knobs, 

grille badges and clear bras to MINI themed cards, decals, 


