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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIBENT |nSIae tHIS Issue

Pick a | ane dude. I
pick-up i n front of me
commit to a lane change. Perhaps he
really liked my lane and is trying to linger
as long as possible. Then again he may be
the kind of guy that never burns bridges
and wants the option to return to his former
lane should it just not work out over there.
My guess though is if he would just focus
on driving instead of talking on his cell
phone all would be well. My MINI is a daily
driver and | swear the world tries every day
to cream it up against a highway barrier,
bury it under a semi or break it to pieces in
massive potholes.

| now have nearly 50,000 mile on my MINI
and over 3 years
| have many glorious backcountry road
miles to account for a lot of those T trips to
Yellowstone, Montana, Las Vegas and
Oklahoma probably account for 40% of my
tot al Oh but the ot
the rubber meets the road. Those miles are
what separate a prissy garage-queen
sports car baby from a commuter vehicle.
They provide the true measure of a manu-
facturerds ability
There must be a hundred models of cars
out there that can scoot down a wide-open
road pumping out adrenalin and pouring
out the power. Maybe 50 or less models
you would want to drive on twisty mountain
roads with curves so tight that you pass
your own boot. The Venn intersection of
the two may consist of 15 or 20 different
cars (MINI included), but adding the third
criteria I acceptable for daily commuting 1
really separates the wheat from the chaff.

Each morning | hop in the MINI and head
for work. On these

is to get me from my house to downtown
and back again unscathed. My job is to
navigate the perils of the world as best |
can to keep my little car undamaged. It is
rather a symbiotic effort; the MINI trusts my
traffic judgment skills and | trust the MINI to
have the maneuverability and quickness to
do what | ask of it. | must admit | do cheat
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this uat tso the playing field is & bit mqre
level and uncluttered since traffic on 1-25
is a little sleepier in the early morning
hours. That said | have seen some
whacky things even at 5 AM; like this Ford
splitting the middle of the lanes like a
Seinfeld episode. At this point my impa-
tience kicks in and the MINI performs as
expected, zipping by the cell phone chat-
ting pinhead (its 5 AM, who the heck are
you talking to?) and putting him well be-
hind me. Just then my radar detector
warns me of pending financial liability
unless | turn it down a bit and again the
MINI does just what is asked as we obedi-

ently tip-toe past the trooper trying to spoil
some driving.

Off 1-25 at Lincoln and now the fun be-
gins. Not only are there turn-signal im-
paired baboons, and stop on a dime
hese60%ué
and deer with less teeth-jarring then some
of the intersections on Lincoln. | know that
some of these potholes are left over from
the gold rush and are in fact remnants of
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MINI faithfully and easily dodges the im-
pending doom. This is why, out of respect
and gratefulness, | spent 15 minutes driv-
ing the parking garage my first day at
work T up and down, back and forth T
searching for the best spot, the most pro-
tected and furthest away from bubba and
his 10 ft doors. | owe this to the MINI
since, to this point it has fulfilled its end of
the bargain and then some.

| think it is safe to say we all have in com-
mon an appreciation of the agility our little

d aay provices usMW iethér yours s layga- |

rage-queen or daily driver there should be
a lot of comfort knowing that the MINI is
not just a pretty face, a race car, a con-
sumer of straight roads or a twisty tamer.
Our cars are built to drive. They are well
designed and well constructed and while
they are go-kart fun to drive in the moun-
tains, they still can make the daily battle
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able. By joining MINI5280 we enjoy
brief respites from the daily grind of
our work day and get a chance to
see the other side of our MINIs i the
gide cthat is most fun. Very few of
your fellow commuters can lay such
claim as we can: go-kart fun, safe,
reliable, good looking and rugged.
We chose well.

Chuck Maybee,

President, MINI5280
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RIDE THE ROCKIES

A small handful of MINIs
showed up at Oak Park Satur-
day morning. One by one, all the
classics €& Triu
sens, Sunbeams and many oth-
ers begin to line-up. The tour
map was handed out and one
by one again,
some stayed in groups, others
tackled the tour on their own.
The ride wound throughout &=
Wheatridge, Morrison, Golden,
Conifer ¢é a cou
travelled were Turkey Creek
Road and Deer Creek Canyon.
Questions were given to be answered along the way so it was important not to only enjoy
the scenery. MINIs stayed together on the tour, first led by Teresa and "Baby." About mid
-point a pit-stop was in order and Rich, Teena and BLU-BY-U were the new tour leaders.
Trees were turning colors and
roads were good and twisty. The
tour brought us down around Chat-
field Reservoir and the final desti-
nation was at Champps Restaurant
in Littleton. Route questions were
turned in to organizers and tie-
breaker questions were given to
| participants in exchange. The tie
‘| breaker questions were car-related
| starting with a few classic MINI
dlguestions € there ver e
couple obligatory Beatles ques-
tions. A great lunch was enjoyed
by eight 5280 members together.
We were pleasantly surprised by the complimentary Mile High Ice Cream dessert pre-
sented to us ... a mega dessert consisting of French vanilla, mocha-almond fudge and
chocolate ice creams, layered on a chocolate cookie crust and topped with whipped
cream, chocolate sauce, caramel sauce and toffee pieces. MMMM.

MINIZorg
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COLORADO CONCLAVE

Donuts, cookies, coffee, orange juice and
chocolate milk was the breakfast of cham-
pions for Sunday's Conclave. We had per-
fect weather and lots of sun. Our desig-
nated spot had room for at least 4 times the
amount of MINIs that showed up. Although
we were minus a tent and tables, we made
due and managed to display one 5280 ban- 8§
ner and handed out some MINI5280 busi-
ness cards and MITMs license plates. Over
470 English cars were on display for voting.
Voting ballots were given to entrants with paid registration. Food vendors, parts vendors
and
_
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played quietly in the shade of the trees. 5280
_..|members talked to several potential new owners
++ |and current owners interested in joining the 5280

the club at that moment. At noon, voting ended
and thanks to Teresa Schieferesck for once again
helping count ballots with Bob from MOTR.
Participants were then gathered at the pavilion for
the results and ribbons. In the new MINI category,
3rd place went to Craig Gallun, 2nd place went to
Teena Craighill and 1st place went to Anthony
Cragg, who also was displaying his Bentley. He
was a former 5280 member and now thinking
about renewing his membership. 13 MINIs total were on display for judging plus one that
showed up after the awards were announced. A good time was had by all.

Next year there is talk of dividing the MINIs into different categories...Coupe, Convertible,
Clubman and if available then Crossover. So let's get ideas together for next year and
make it even bigger and better for the club. r =
MINTI is all about fun so let's think of some
creative, eye catching set-ups and hand-
outs for our location and be even more pre-
pared to wow everyone.

Articles by: Teena Craighill

Photos by: Teena Craighill and Kendall
Helmstetter Gelner

musicians were al|l present éfrom bagpipe
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lclubé. some were even ready| to s

Page 3



OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION OcToBER 2009

MINI5280 DO ITYOURS ELF DAY

As the first Do-it- Yourself (DIY) day hosted by Im-
port Auto Technicians (IAT) in Colorado Springs,
the response and patrticipation were very encourag-
ing. The NAM
site dialogues
preceding the
event had flowed
to four pages.
Eight people
showed up, and
two had to cancel

being away on
business. Five cars actually underwent surgery,
with successful outcomes.

Saturday Sep-
tember 12th
started early
(how is 7:00
a.m.?), with
Bryan William-
son having his
603 MCS
the lift by 7:15

for a bold at-
tempt to replace the stock suspension with H&R
Coilovers and Ireland Engineering Fixed Camber
Plates, so he could finish it in time to help the peo-
ple who came later. Bahman Moghadam who had
done this kind of mod on
ready
jumped in
(actually, he
is not slow
on the up-
take; he just
had tried
different
brands and
designs

earlier for that optimal set up), and between the two of

them, by 9:30 they had finished installing the H&Rs on

all four corners. The car looked awesome, and every-

one marveled at how nice it looked. The next step on

this car was a 4-wheel alignment; however, due to the

demand for alignment that day, Bryan volunteered to

have it done a few days | ater
ness hours (being local made this decision easy.)

By the time the Coilover installation was nearing com-
pletion, other members
had shown up, and the
4-wheel alignment was
in full swing. IAT had
offered a special 50%
discount for MIN15280
members for this
event, and three cars
received this service,
performed by Tom But-
l er, one of}{
techs, who had fore-

odqne his day off to par-
ticipate in this fun
event. Jeff Baumer,
Rich Craighill, and Woody Packard had their cars
aligned. Woodyds O609MCS JCW
since the existing settings were very much out of spec.

Woody 609 MCS al so under wer
thk lfaﬁtor)Pré)ar?swel\ﬁ Sat wad replalced BySan At ver-

sion. This work, while complex (had to lower the rear
sub-frame), went without a glitch, and hopefully, the end
justified the means.

Sometime around 11:00, Cenk Toroslu showed up with
his Electric Blue/White MCS, as planned, for installing
an Alta Short Shifter Kit, repairing a stripped exhaust
flange bolt (curious to see how it happened), and a
transmission fluid change. The SSK installation required
working from both inside and underneath the car, and
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