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ME

As president
of the club on an annual basis. As a club mem-
ber | am as interested in knowing this informa-
tion as you should be. The state of the club di-
rectly reflects not only its fiscal health, but its
activity. In my mind there are only two paths for
a club to take T growing or dying. | am please to
report that your club is actively growing and
continues to be healthy and strong. Another
sign of a healthy club is the dissemination of
information and how well informed its members
are of club business. You should know by now
that we try very hard to communicate with you
and to keep you informed.

We have the newsletter of course, but we also
utilize the internet. Besides our club website
(www.mini5280.0rg) we have club forums on
both North American Motoring
(www.northamericanmotoring.com) and the new
kid on the block Motoring Alliance
(www.motoringalliance.com). We even have
entered the Facebook era with our club page
(www.facebook.com/pagesi/Littleton-CO/
MINI5280/48379816035). One could argue that
there are too many places that a member can
find information, however we do work very hard
to insure that all sites carry the same informa-
tion. | would envision the next leaders of our
club streamlining the information sources and
perhaps putting more emphasis on our club
website.

To fulfill my obligations | offer you the following
snapshot of the health of your club. As of Octo-
ber 21%, 2009 the club treasury contained
$11,924 and we enjoy a total membership of
152 active members with dues no more then 5
months in arrears. We have another 17 mem-
bers that have paid dues during the current year
but are approaching the point where they will no
longer be considered members. | do try to re-
mind people when their dues have expired but
some simply choose not to rejoin. Some consid-
eration may be made to normalizing the dues
renewal date to more of a synchronized annual
basis i but again a topic for our next officers.

You may recall that one of my goals as presi-
dent of your club was to hold an event or ride
each and every month
report that this will be accomplished for 2009.
With the exception of April, MINI5280 has had a
motoring opportunity in every month. April
would have had a ride except for the hag con-
trolling the weather and our little spat when the
Sandy Crack Rallye was originally scheduled.
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5,390 miles with 224 participants in 2009. On
average just over a dozen cars joined in these
motoring activities. This works out to a total of
64,680 member-miles or on average about
3,950 miles per participating member. Impres-
sive to say the least and we still have 2 months
to go. Over and above the club rides we have
held or participated in another 10 local events
and6outof-st ate events. OK
the geeky engineering
safe to read on.

| realize that less then half of our members
actually participated in our rides and events.
While this is disappointing and something we
should all strive to correct, there are enough
MINI5280 activities that most people can do at
least one during the year. Every member
should try to participate in at least one event or
ride and try to use their club to find something
in common with at least one other club mem-
ber. Who knows you may just find a new best
friend or at the very least discover more about
your little car then you would have otherwise.

A unifying theme to all my writings for the mes-
sage section of our newsletter has been to try
and identify something we all share in com-
mon. Two things are easy; membership in
MINI5280 and ownership of a MINI. Beyond
that though there are many things which we
share, common traits if you will, that binds us
to fellow members and separates us from the
rest. We tend to be individualistic (even though
we did join a club) in that our taste in MINI is
generally like no others. We can look at a road
on a map and decide immediately if it is worthy
of a few miles out of the way. Heck that fact
that we may drive in less then a straight line to
get from A to B is by itself a little out of the
norm. We all share the love of driving our cars
and most enjoy (or would if they would just
come out and play) doing so with other MINI
drivers. There are many other traits and char-
acteristics we share and friendship is generally
defined by points in common and opportunities
to interact. This does not mean that you will be
best buds with every other MINI5280 member
T some of you guys can make me nuts 1 but it

o fdoes mean that weerall share@tteadt vetipings

in common and that is not a bad starting point
for friendship.

As we enter into the last two months of 2009
there will be a couple of more motoring oppor-
tunities presented. Of course weather can be
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an obstacle but we can usually adjust. |

would love to see some new faces come

out and enjoy their cars and club. We
also have club elections coming up in

December. We have some volunteers for

most of the positions but we are still
need of a Treasurer for the next two

in

years. If you are numbers orientated

please consider this an invitation. It really
involves nothing more then what you do

with your checkbook. For your read

ing

enjoyment and information | have pub-
lished our club Bylaws as well as a de-
scription of each office and the duties it

requires. Please take this opportunity to

learn about your club and the positions

available. You might just find one that fits
your skills and desires. This club counts
on you for our manpower, for our health

and to continue to grow.

Participate.

Chuck Maybee,
President, MINI5280



http://www.mini5280.org/
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GOODBYE SUMMER, HELL O FALL PICNIC

Ités fun to celebrate and MINI5280 does
our club bid farewell to summer and welcomed the fall during our annual GSHF
celebration. First initiated by Jonathan Souza last year we
decided that it was so much fun it just had to be repeated.
So on October 4™ sixteen MINIs collected for a celebration of
what was and what will be.

A kick-off location was selected near Chatfield reservoir for
the run portion of the day. Conveniently located near Deer
Creek Canyon, Chatfield is a great place to begin a ride up
the foothills. Up the canyon, up high line and over to Ever-
green the MINI pack turned and began the Western Dragon.
The day was sunny, the aspens were golden and the twisties were challenging. Skipping Mt. Evans due
to an early (and unwarranted) closing by the government the celebration continued down toward Idaho
Springs and the home of Tim and Lisa Vogle.

Barbeque was secured from the Smokedn Ya
| brought sides and deserts galore. In front of a roaring fire members reminisced
about the summer and planned for the fall as the cool mountain air drank in our
[ laughter and stories. Finally with light fading in the canyon paradise and after a well
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/THANNUAL YALLAYAL

When asked why a mountaineer
climbs the often heard response is
fiBecause it is
say they do what they do because no
one has done it before. And Formula
1 drivers report the rush of adrenalin
they get just before the start as the
reason for their pastime. Considera-
bly less demanding physically, closer
to home and far less risky, MINI5280
members choosing to undertake a
day of Yalla Yalla nonetheless share a lot of the same
motivations as the mountaineer, explorer and F1 driver.

Yalla Yalla; even the
typing of the name
brings to mind soft
south pacific breezes,
lush green jungles and
attractive natives bear-
ing umbrella covered
spiked fruit drinks.
Yalla Yalla is a phrase
reportedly derived

from a modified inter-
pretation of a language similar to Balinese loosely trans-
|l ated to mean Awander
this phrase (or at least the general spirit of it) as the
name of our annual celebration for the founding of the
club and the release of the new MINI both in 2002.

The usual premise of the event is to wander about our
glorious Colorado back roads answering pointless ques-
tions and following obscure clues until eventually the fin-
ish is found and great prizes are awarded. Symbolically
this adventure represents the state of the world after the
classic Mini was discontinued i aimlessly wandering
about without a clear path 1 until through great efforts
and much market research the new MINI is born. OK |
know that was a stretch but the event does involve an
unknown route, a lot of quiz questions and some music.
This year t heme
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this theme in its most literal interpretation was obvious,

the 36 MINI participants

soon realized that, like

t h e rtledest ofEYallp Yabay erf s wi | |
first impressions are usu-
ally wrong. Leaving the

RTD Lincoln Station in

Lonetree CO our route on
Sunday October 18" took
most down south towards
Castle Rock, CO armed

LA

with a partial route quiz, a
music quiz, a flag quiz and scavenger hunt list. It was at Cas-
tle Rock, after 15 miles of MINI following MINI that things be-

gan to get interesting.

Half the drivers were
instructed to turn east
while the others turned
west. How many actu-
ally accomplished this
maneuver without in-
creased stress and a
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sudden lack of self-
confidence is un-

say this is where the
true Yalla Yalla was
experienced.

has borrowed

Down both sides of

the course drivers were frantically searching for scavenger
hunt items and counting words in songs on the supplied mu-

sic CD. Obscure
route directions lead-
ing to obscure clues
were their only help
until reaching the
midpoint check-in
where the drivers
were assure heﬁ/ d

e
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gated correctly. Here
the drivers received

and whil e

the second half of their route clues, grabbed some water and
candy and most missed the hunt item found on a nearby

Bush. Continuing the course
those who were on the west
now were on the east and
those from the east contin-
ued back on the west. The
towns of Elisabeth, Kiowa,
Monument, Palmer and Se-
dalia saw wandering MINIs
for most of the day and a few

residents were stopped by
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